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misfit toys
dioramas
lilliputia
the multicultural body in toys
technophilia
techno-animism
automata & clockworks
bobbleheads
marytoshkyas
dashboard figurines
Barbie dolls
action figures
gendered toys
neverlands/wonderlands
child stars
toy as totem: models/miniatures
marionettes
animals as accessories
furries
prize in the box
tchotchkes
kitsch/nostalgia
sex toys
taxidermy
living dolls/mannequins
replicants
commodified icons
pageantry

{
}

Toys



SPECS JOURNAL

Contents

Art
OLAN QUATTRO ..................................................... BAA BAA BLACK SHEEP .....................................	
		
ANOUSHKA VAN VELZEN .....................................	MY BARBIES ........................................................

LESLEY SILVIA .......................................................	NO SWIMMING ....................................................
					     JUNK FOOD .........................................................

NADER SADEK .......................................................	EXHUME/CONSUME ..........................................

PETE FROSLIE ........................................................	BOOTH PENNY ...................................................

MATTHEW ALBANESE ...........................................	TORNADO ...........................................................

DMITRY BORSHCH .................................................	BETROTHAL OF THE VIRGINS .........................
					     DAUGHTERS OF DUST .....................................

MARIANA TRES ......................................................	M16 GLOBULAR CLUSTER, 
					     BY ANABELLA GAPOSCHK,
					     1911 (BAKING SODA) .........................................

Critical Essays on Toys
LUKE GEDDES ........................................................	THE X-MEN MEET AN INSURMOUNTABLE
					     FOE: THE SPLIT IDENTITTY OF FAN 
					     CULTURE AND THE RHETORIC
					     OF ACTION FIGURES ........................................

STEVEN WEXLER ...................................................	BICYCLE! ............................................................

ELIZABETH WALDEN .............................................	“JACKING-IN”: NEW MEDIA PLAY
					     AND THE PERMEABLE SELF ...........................

SIMON ORPANA ......................................................	SIMULACRA OF SOCIAL DESIRE:
					     REFLECTIONS OF COLLECTING 
					     AND THE “LOST TOY ARCHIVE” ......................

38

64

94
95

100

112

127

132
133

134

158

176

189

211



SPECS JOURNAL

Fiction
NABIL ARNAOOT ....................................................	LITTLE SISTER ....................................................

ELAINE NEIL ORR ..................................................	THE HAUSA TRADER ..........................................	

KIRSTY LOGAN ......................................................	CHOOSING A TOY ...............................................

JAMES R. KINCAID .................................................	REMEMBERING JOHN MILTON ........................	

DAN MANCILLA ......................................................	M.I.A. ..................................................................

TOM BLIGH ..............................................................	PUMP ROCKETS ...............................................

Non-Fiction and Mixed Genre
ELIZA FERNBACH ..................................................	RUMOR BECOMES A LINE 
					     (MOTHERS’ DAY) ..................................................

KAREN KAROLEWSKA HUGG ..............................	THE DOM DZIECKA ............................................

YANCE WYATT ........................................................	LUNCHBOXING ...................................................

Poetry
ANNE SIMPSON ......................................................	ABOVE .................................................................

JESSE GLASS .........................................................	MANDRAGORA ...................................................
					     SHELLEY .............................................................
					     THE WEDDING ....................................................

SANKAR ROY ..........................................................	THIEF ...................................................................
					     BLACK FRIDAY ....................................................
					     HIP-HOP ARTIST .................................................
					     BAD DAY ..............................................................

REBECCA VAN LAER .............................................	SKELETON KEYS ................................................

JOHN J. TRAUSE ....................................................	ON A SELF-ALIGNING BALL BEARING ..............

AMY WATKINS ........................................................	ASTRONAUT ICE CREAM ..................................

LAURA MADELINE WISEMAN ...............................	IN STITCHES .......................................................

22

49

65

113

138

140

8

68

71

16

39
40
41

45
46
47
48

61

96

97

98



SPECS JOURNAL

EVAN J. PETERSON ...............................................	DIE PUPPE ..........................................................

JOY LADIN ...............................................................	COMING TO LIFE ...............................................

JOSHUA WARE .......................................................	ISM 14-1: ECONOMIC GROWTH
					     AND POPULATION .............................................
					     ISM 7-5 ................................................................
					     ISM 14-5 ..............................................................

RODNEY GOMEZ ....................................................	[THE BURDEN OF CLOWNS, 
					     SHELLACKING WHITE] ......................................  

RUSSELL EVATT .....................................................	THAT WE ARE CLAY .......................................... 

CODY TODD ............................................................	TURNTABLISM ...................................................

LEE ANNE BROWN,
LAYNIE BROWNE,
PHILIP GOOD,
JENNIFER KARMIN,
& BERNADETTE MAYER ........................................	FYRIOTALESTERNA CORPSE ..........................

PETER CAPUTO .....................................................	LEO’S LIMBO LAMENT ......................................

MICHAEL FISHER ...................................................	SURVEILLANCE .................................................

B.J. BEST ................................................................	SPACE INVADERS .............................................
					     GOLDEN AXE .....................................................
					     ALTERED BEAST ...............................................

Reviews 
JULIAN CHAMBLISS
ERIC FINER
CLAIRE JENKINS
FRANCESCA MASTRANGELO ...........................................................................................................

99

102

104
106
108

110

124

125

128

130

131

135
136
137

238


