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I Look Into One’of Your Eyes -
. and See an Image- Altered

5 G >

oot How am I contained.in your eye? . ..
e B 3
A An eye that-is green (and"mine is blue).-
ot 7o

An cye that is drawn

To a shock’of white.birchr N
% In.late autumn, when.all I see ~
‘Is tl}e plackne:ss of another year past.

Ty
~

That eye enjoys the resolution and symmetry
Of a shoelace just tied. , .. -

. ,b;i" . .Isee anetwork of taut, bound nerves

o Ac;oss,,a stifled: tongue : CE

- 2

% %.What: happens in that green eye .
<“That causes it to be drawn to'my face
, .Whose own eye is framed by-scars, - 5
_,?fziip Becauge I have enforced a vision on others"
-~ I'turn my eye in on itself s
.. - Totry to discover what yours can'see. -
7 ~:l am blind with twisted chords,

-Exposed muscle, and nerve tips.

4,

" Then, unguarded in my sleep, I look to see in
" On myself, and tum in the bed, restless.-.
."When I awake the dream has wandered
“~Into the comfort of forgetfulness,
: Py ‘

o » .- - Bd =
>How am I contained in your eye?
. iAn eye green (and mine is:blue).: © -

Robert Lemon’
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Euripides Reduced

Euripides retells the tragic tale

Of how the chaste Hippolytus would wail

Through woodlands, hot in chase of hound and deer,
Yet spum the race of women at his rear.

A beautiful but scomful youth he was,

For only Artemis clalmed his applause

In celebratlons .cold, au,\stere and pure“ “
Devoid of Dionysian rapture and allure. .

He reigned his stolid passions as he.checked

His chariot steeds and trained them-to respect

His bark, their blts the sharp stings from his:whip,
And never let his heart nor horses slip.

Great Aphrodite, miffed at being ignored,

Despised this haughty boy and had him gored’

By Neptune’s bull upon the Athenian strand,
Which goes to show that if you choose to stand -
For Chastity, spum women, be a prude —— i
Watch out: instead of screwing;’you’ll get screwed’

-

Alan Nordstrom
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“frustration,

or
relief
words carrying painted images’
different for each whq reads:them
many meanings
not always’i tended
to be there
sometimes rhyming
forever climbing
to express emotions or fhoughts
the poet must be an expert at

- freeing himself from the concrete/

reaching the precision of his art,
he spins an intricate web
K of ambiguous reallty

£ not in order to trap,

but rather fors
the beauty .
‘of the web itself.

Pat Forte~
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mCountry roads strll smell of my tadpoled youth
K f'ﬁand I no longer shrink ”

from melted’chocolate on faded backseat vinyl

or that ‘Daddy smelled,; of rubbing alcohol
« as | hid behind the old cedar chest

munching the last of the blackberries
s ffro{m brown paper bag.
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but the curtam falls on ﬁna ows.
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_and through drmmed eyes # »f"f I
o

B e fadmg streetllghts form a vague N
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lt is closmg night on one moge performance

- the mutilated wing healed w1th popsicle sticks
"iz..and afew foolish tears.

~ Nancye_Aushon
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Fei I am halfconscnous of rearV1ew m1rror reflections;s: .

- £
-but mercrless “Yin roads behmd me.
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-F.S.T. Vibes

triumphant changing
your form a whispering
metafmorphisis: a fire
dancer dancing™~ *
tongue of flame you speak
the center of your mind
the only constant in a
fluid uncontained.

a color abstraction

hot wax a dye

in molecular motion’
through water that is "
air that is a solid

“that has no binding force
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evil.” He stepped forward and bowed. I apologise if I am disappointing you, but I am
not the Devil. | am merely a weary traveler.”

I spoke up, havin’ finally pulled myself together. “I know what you are! You’re one of
them space travelers from another planet, right?”

The regulars started laughin’. “Don’t pay any attention to Sam there,” Dick Trent

-chocked. “He’s so gvrapped up in them crazy flyin’-saucer stories, he can’t think of any-
thin’ else!” i

Well, the stranger just kept quiet, but I saw him look at them and then at me real
sharplike. Then he turned to them again. “Well, gentlemen? Would you care for another
demonstration of Micklejohn’s talents?”

'They all murmured amongst themselves, and I got kind of scared that the stranger
would leave. I did want to see those colors and hear that music again.

= Well, I just blurted, “Yes!” and the guys all laughed some more; but the stranger just
nodded and said, “Micklejohn, oblige the gentleman.”

Itwas beautiful. The colors were everywhere, all shades of the rainbow, and | somehow‘
could even hear and feel ‘em. The music made all sorts of shivers run down my spine, and
it was carryin’ me along, just softly swayin’ through soft billows of cushiony air. From
the murmurs of astonishment and contentment, I gathered the regulars were feelin’ the
same thing. I tell you, I don’t know what that crazy critter was doin’, but I sure enjoyed
it.

After a while, it stopped, and there was that greenish squirrel again, stickin’ its nose
into the beer mug. .

“Well, gentlemen?” the stranger asked again. “Do you think Micklejohn here is
dangerous?” &

Heads shook furiously; I doubt anyone disagreed.

I did notice, though, a speculative look in Harry’s eye, and I could just see the cogs
goin’ round in his mind. If he could buy the critter, he could triple his business and make
a mint. | have to admit that the idea made sense; that critter would be one dilly of an
attraction. Soon the whole town would be drinkin’ beer all day, every day, just to go
through that experience.

“Mister,” Harry asked, “how much are you sellin’ that critter for?”

The stranger’s eyebrows flew up. “I am not selling Micklejohn. Even if I were in a
position to do so, I would not dream of doing such a thing.”

“He’s yours, ain’t he?”

I could see the stranger was annoyed. ‘‘Micklejohn does not ‘belong’ to me. He is
temporarily my ward, and I am responsible for his welfare.”

Harry shrugged. “Hell, that’s the same thing. Come on, how much will you take for
him? Ten _bucks? Twenty?”

The stranger shook his head. ““Micklejohn is not for sale.”

Harry had:a nasty glint in his eye. “Hey, Mick. How’d you like to work for me?”

The critter backed away a couple of steps. I didn’t blame it. Harry’s beer*might be
tolerable, but his disposition isn’t.

Harry got miffed and came out from behind the bar. “You know,” he said to nobody
in particular, “it’d be nice if Mick there stayed in town.” ~

The others muttered agreement, and everybody started towards. the critter. It re- *
treated hastily and found itself in a comer. I could feel the fear oozin’ out of it.
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